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I've always been fascinated by typefaces based on fluid handwriting, and as a
practitioner of copperplate calligraphy, | decided to give it a try and to design
a display font based on this idea.

Magasin also explores the charm and playness of high-contrast typefaces
that were designed during the 1930s. Some examples that have inspired me
are Corvinus (Imre Reiner, 1934) and Quirinus (Alessandro Butti, 1939) and
the later Fluidum (1951), a kind of non-connected script version of Quirinus,
also designed by Alessandro Butti for Nebiolo foundry.

The geometric and uprighted construction of Magasin is combined with a
lettering flavor in a experimental way. What | want to show is the obvious
accuracy that can be seen in any calligraphic work, but with a close attention
to the combination of linked letters when creating words. The glyphs
alternates are very useful in a lot of applications,and for many various moods;
moreover, the swash capitals can pimp’ words and provide many possibilities,
but normal capitals can also perform better in certain situations. The out-
strokes of the c, ¢, e and g give a better ending for sentences or words, and
many ligatures help to balance the text flow. | imagine Magasin can be used...
in magazines, but also for brands and packaging. The name of this typeface
sounds like ‘magazine’ in English, but it is the word for ‘store’ in French.

Go ahead and explore!

I’'ve enjoyed working on Magasin immensely, and | learnt a lot, as it always
happens with every typeface | design. Because | love and collect old speci-
mens, my typeface and this specimen are also a celebration and a tribute to
all those works of art and their designers.

Laura Meseguer
February 2013
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Complete Character Set

Magasin

AMAARARECEEEETINIMCOOCCBE UL
D LPSYYZ

Lowercase GMB%WWMWX@Z
W” oy noeeeosretiL

Figures, currency and
related forms
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Punctuation and marks
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Open Type Features

Magasin

Open Type formats allows to include an
expanded character set and layout features,
to provide advanced typographic control

and better linguistic support such as
ligatures, alternates caracters and contextual
substitutions.

Open Type fonts work in all applications but
only some take profit of the features.

Feature OFF

OT supports Unicode, which enables the fonts
to contain more than 65,000 glyphs, while
PostScript area limited to a maximum of only
256 characters.

Open Type fonts work in all platforms and
operative systems, having one single file for
Mac and PC makes sharing files much more
easier.

Feature ON

Standard ligatures [LIGA]
Standard ligatures are on by
default! They are designed to
enhance readability.

b BU bEB 6 b R

th b bz 6 U7 b B 62,6502
ChChC2CHCrChChrC
Qb@%SmSBBmebememeb
ErEHELENEN ELEBETEN
EnEu 8y 8780 En e ey 8y
FINFDF2F ST
TLINIHT2I5T Y
Czechu - vaee zalzibri

Uffjeusivmte T ee, alz

b BBk G B B B
RARIVAR AR R AR ¥
ChuCy C2CyC2Ch Cr.Cr,
@@m%m%%m%
ErEYELENEY E1ERETEN
EnCr 85870 8858y
FIHF2959%
TIN5 I2T59%
Czechy Fhamee Lzalvibi

Upfjersicute Thee, al

Contextual Alternates
[CALT] and Stylistic
Alternates [SALT]
Alternates are glyphs that
can be substitute a standard
glyph. Openlype fonts, can
contain alternate glyphs
that you can use to create
different appearances for
text.

Accesible via ‘Contextual
Alternates’ or also: as
‘Stylistic Alternates' in
Illustrator or ‘Stylistic Set 1’
in InDesign

18A %
@@g%mpwwun
Ntowmic, E¥pace, 185
Jdioa, Lot, whibtny,
B, Rile; eta,
Bheaw, Dhedy

ISA L
LlujlRbseusyz
Alowie, Evpace, (85
Jdica, Let, whiblay,
B, kite, (wta,
Bhewwn, Dhedy

Terminal Forms
Substitutes a special form of
a letter at end of words, and
before punctuation signs.

ceqeeeee

phecec, Rene!, \liudoeeq,

ceqeeeee

phecee, Rene!, \idoeeq

Accesible via ‘Contextual Alternates’ in Illustrator and InDesign or also in InDesign via the
‘Positional Form’ Menu in two ways: as Automatic Form’ or as ‘Final Form’
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Feature OFF Feature ON

Fractions [FRAC]
OpenType fonts support
styles for fractions, this
feature turns them on

1/21/43/4
0/00/00

Yo Vi i
%00

Ordinals [ORDN]
Replaces regular glyphs
to their matching superior
glyphs. The masculine
and femenine ordinals are
required in Spanish

e S

4050

Superiors [SUPS]

Replaces regular glyphs
(numerals) to their matching
superior glyphs.

123

AR08

Swashes [SWSH]
Swashes are decorative
glyphs that use elaborate
ornamentation often
associated with calligraphy.

ABDHIJPHLM
UPRUNWXY
ANAAAAGIII
IEVRVEVAY

DU

Niwe, Bareelona, !
Pali, Reve, Wby,

Yeghou, Milkz

ABDHIJRLM
UWPRUN XY,
ANAAANTII]
VU

DY

i, Baveelowa, He!
Pali, Reve, Wiy,

Yogheunt, Mk

Other Stylistic Sets
Only accesible via
‘Stylistic Set 2"

AGEYvusy g
Adawv veus yeidehv
Lola, Yelanda, Gol

WGEN vy yy
(Idan e yetbevy
Lela,\Jelanda, (el
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Contextual Alternates / Stylistic Set 01

Typoguplic
TT ] I ‘ T

The Contextual Alternates has been programmed with some exceptions
that overwrite the Stylistic Sets, for instance, these combinations on the
right will only appear like this with CALT disabled and Stylistic Set 1 on.

Stylistic Set 02

Off

On

Off
([ J ([ ]

Off

Off

On
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Default
Contextual Alternates ON Contextual Alternates ON + Stylistic Set 01 ON
CALT on CALT on CALT on SS01 on
Default

Bhoewwue

Swash ON
Contextual Alternates ON +Swash ON
Swash on
CALT on CALT on
Automatic or Final
Stylistic Set 01 ON + Positional Forms: Automatic or Final ON SS 02 ON
SS01 on SS01 on SS01 on SS02 on

o Positional Forms:
Automatic or Final
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