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To make sure it is perfectly clear—Nori is the result of brush and ink on paper. The textures
produced in each glyph are real and the imperfections are intentional and add to the
sincerity of the letters. I say this to be as blunt as possible in order to avoid confusion and to
frame what this typeface represents—calligraphic, handwritten letters captured digitally for

their warmth and poetic variation for print and screen.

Like my handwritten, calligraphic or brush-driven faces before it (the Baka series and the
TDC? 2010 winning typeface, Fugu), Nori is a product of my analog and digital hand. To
view the words and sentences formed by this typeface is to look at how my hands, yes hands,
make letters. The fluidity, as well as the irregularity, is human, honest and intentional —to
do so lets the brush I am holding breathe life into each letter. Once digital, any number of

points and repetitive processes can’t mask its influences—and I like that.

The brush, a simple instrument, my tool, my friend designed to emulate traditional Japanese
sumi-e brushes... the Pilot Japan Kanji Fude brush pen. Each letter, each variation was
written over and over again until I found the right combination. From there, each was
scanned, digitized and optimized. Points were removed in order to ‘clean’ the glyphs up
some but I did not want to compromise the integrity of the actual brush stroke. Once this
base set of characters (about 350) were completed, the thoughtful manipulation of the
glyphs, their gestures and forms were further expanded to solidify the embellishments used

within the ligatures, alternates, swashes and additional features.

This process was admittedly self-indulgent to an extent. I wanted the words created with this
typeface to have the flexibility of variation and cohesiveness of movement that someone

fluidly producing these letters by hand might have.

I hope you enjoy this typeface as much as I did during the six months working on it.

Neil Summerour
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